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Glo The New Convention City 


of Indiana 


We welcome you to a city that IS differ- 
ent. 

We welcome you to a city only twenty- 
two years old, yet which has a population 
of 110,000 and a_ taxable wealth of 
$150,000,000 and which covers an area 
of 40 square miles. 

We welcome you to a city of blazing 
furnaces, of handsome homes, of magnifi- 
cent schools, of splendid churches, of tow- 
ering hotels and fraternal temples, of shin- 
ing beaches, of restful Dunes, of winding 
drives, of flashing waters and dazzling 
sands. 

We welcome you to the city that has the 
largest steel works, the largest tin mills, 
the largest rail mills and the largest cement 
plant in the world. 

We welcome you to the city made world- 
famous by its public school system. 

We welcome you to a city which has 
seven miles of industries, four miles of 
bathing beaches, twenty-seven miles of bou- 
levards and five hundred fifteen acres of 
public golf courses, parks and playgrounds. 

We welcome you to the city which is the 
first in the country to erect a million dol- 
lar community church, declared to be the 
most beautiful structure of its kind in 
America. 


We welcome you to the city which is the 
“Gateway to Indiana Dunes,” one of the 
most wonderful scenic regions in the coun- 
try. 

We welcome you to a city, which though 
young, has more historic landmarks than 
any other community in Indiana: the age- 
old trails of the red men, the camping place 
of Marquette, the battle grounds where 
four nations fought for supremacy, the trad- 
ing post of the first white man, the old mili- 
tary trails of a century ago. 

We welcome you to a city which has this 
year erected at a cost of over $2,500,000 
one of the largest and finest hotels in 
the middle west, a city within itself, pro- 
vided with every conceivable facility for 
conventions, large or small, the new Hotel 
Gary. 

We welcome you to a city having this 
and scores of other high-class hostelries 
which provide more than 1,800 rooms with 
all modern conveniences. 

We welcome you to a city of red-blood- 
ed men and gracious women, hospitable 
people all, who will make your visit one 
never to be forgotten, 

We welcome you to Gary—a city differ- 
ent from any city in Indiana yet loyal to 
the last to dear old Hoosierland! 


Gary Gateway and Railway Develcpment 
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LOCATION 
The City of Gary, Metropolis of the 
Calumet Region of Northern Indiana, ts 
located in Calumet “Vownship, Lake Coun- 
ty, Indiana, at the extreme southern end 
of Lake Michigan, 26 miles southeast of 
Chicago and 163 miles northwest of Indi- 
anapolis. 
HISTORICAL 
Sprung from barren sand dunes that kept 
a silent vigil o’er the lake, from murky 
swamps that defied man but yielded to his 
engineering skill, the story of Gary is the 
story of the march of the twentieth century. 
Inthe Fall of the year 1905 the United 
States Steel Corporation decided to build 
a steel works in the Chicago district. Lo- 
cated midway between the ore beds of the 
h and the coal fields of the South, in 
close proximity to markets and labor supply, 
with excellent water and rail transportation 
facilities, with unlimited water supply, and 
with large tracts of undeveloped land avail- 
able, the site was ideal for the purpose. 
Accordingly, the construction of Gary 
Works began in April 1906. The City 
was incorporated in July 1906 and was 
named for Elbert Henry Gary, Chairman 
of the Board, United States.Steel Corpora- 
tion. 
CLIMATE 


The average temperature and precipita- 
tion in the Calumet Region for the past 
52 years has been as follows: 

Average Mean Maximum Temperature 
degrees Fahrenheit 
Average Mean Minimum Temperature 

42.2 degrees Fahrenheit 
Average Mean Temperature 

49.2 degrees Fahrenheit 
Average Annual Precipitation 

33.02 inches, 


56.2 


TOPOGRAPHY 


Gary is 600 feet above sea level and 20 
feet above lake level. Situated on a level 
site of fine sand which once formed the bed 
of Lake Michigan, the city is divided by 
the Grand and the Little Calumet Rivers. 
Burns Ditch, draining the Little Calumet 
River into Lake Michigan, reclaimed 
17,000 acres of waste land in Lake and 
Porter Counties, of which 2,000 acres are 
within the city limits of Gary, adding 
$10,000,000 to the value of land in and 
immediately adjacent to the City of Gary 
at a cost of $365,000, 


AREA 
Incorporated 39.96 sq. miles 25,574.4 acres 
Industrial _ 4.21 sq. miles 2,688.0 acres 
Residential 6.1 sq. miles 3,904.0 acres 
Undeveloped 29.16 sq. miles 18,662.4 acres 
Commercial .5 sq. miles 320.0 acres 
POPULATION 
jovernment Census 1910 16,802 
Government Census 1920 55,378 
Composite Estimate 1925 81,888 
Composite Estimate 1928 110,756 


According to the last schcol census there 
are 58 nationalities represented in the popu- 
lation of Gary, as follows: 


American (white) 44% 
American (colored) 14 
Slavish 12 
Polish 10 
Hungarian 4 
Austrian 3 
Croatian 3 
Italian 3 
German 2 
Russian 2 
All Others 3 
Total 100% 


Municipal 


Fifteen councilmen, elected one from 
each of 10 wards and 5 from the city-at- 
large, comprise the City Council. The of- 


fices of Mayor, City Treasurer, City Clerk 
and City Judge are elective; other offices 
are appointive. 


MUNICIPAL 


Jn 


PUBLIC SAFETY 
Fire Department 


Gary is rated as a second class city by 
the Indiana Inspection Bureau and as a 
third class city by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, 

A completely motorized fire department, 
7 modern stations, 108 employees, 890 fire 
hydrants, 45 individual and 34 combination 
tire alarm boxes and 16 pieces of fire appa- 
ratus adequately protect the city from fire 
hazards. 

The water works systems of Gary and 
one other Indiana city enjoy the highest 
rating from a fire protection standpoint of 
all cities in the state. A minimum water 
pressure of 45 pounds capable of instant 
development to 100-110 pounds is at all 
times maintained. 


Police Department 


A police department of 133 employees 
includes 1 chief, 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 
17 sergeants, 73 patrolmen, park and traf- 
fic officers, a Bertillion superintendent, 2 
matrons, 2 juvenile officers, 10 policewom- 
en, and 11 plain clothes men. 

Special equipment consists of 1 patrol, 
9 touring cars, 1 armored car and 6 motor- 
cycles. 


FINANCIAL CONDITION 


The total assessed valuation of the taxa- 
ble property in the City of Gary in 1927 
Was $152,382,970. Using the total net taxa- 
bles as a base, the percapita wealth in 1927 
was $1,385.00. 

The bonded indebtedness December 31, 


1927 was $1,859,000.00. The bonds were 
issued principally for park improvements, 
fire and police stations, and refunding pur- 
poses. They bear interest at the rate of 
444% to 6% and are retired serially (up 
to 1946). “The bonding capacity of the 
City in 1928 is $3,047,659.40, subject to 
mortgage exemptions, and is limited to 
2% of the total assessed valuation. The 
City of Gary enjoys an A-1 credit rating 
in the municipal bond market. 
” The efficient administration of the City’s 
fiscal affairs is due largely to consistent ap- 
plication of a modern budget system. ‘To- 
tal receipts in the general fund for the 
year ending December 31, 1927 were 
$1,314,889.72; total disbursements were 
$1,171,105.48. 
City PLAN 

In 1919 the City appointed a City plan- 
ning Commission to develop a comprehen- 
sive city plan for the future growth of the 
City of Gary. This Commission employed 


. Messrs. Bennett & Parsons, architects and 


city planners of Chicago, to assist in the 
project and the plan was submitted for 
adoption by the City. 

In March 1924 the Gary Commercial 
Club launched the Gary Gateway and Rail- 
way Development, providing for the erec- 
tion of new freight and passenger facilities, 
the opening and widening of new streets 
and boulevards, and the beautification of 
that territory lying between Fifth Avenue 
and the properties of the Illinois Steel Com- 
pany. The plan has been approved by 


civic and commercial bodies and is now be- 
ing made effective by the City. 


West Sixth at Madison 


Van Buren at Seventh 
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On April 6, 1925 the Common Council 
adopted the comprehensive zoning ordin- 
ance prepared by the City Planning Com- 
mission. ‘he ordinance is modern in every 
respect and is meeting satisfactorily the re- 
quirements of the City. 

STREETS 

The business district contains 48 blocks 
of ornamental lights of the same charac- 
ter as those used on State Street in Chicago 
and Euclid Avenue in Cleveland. There is 
a total of approximately 180 miles of elec- 
tric light lines in the City. A majority of 
the electric and telephone service wires in 
the business district are distributed through 
underground conduits, thereby reducing the 
element of hazard and making the streets 
more sightly, Power and electric poles 
are located wherever possible in alleys. 

The New York Central, Baltimore & 
Ohio and part of the Indiana Harbor Belt 
Line tracks are elevated throughout the 
city. The City Plan and the Gateway 
Plan recommend the elevation of other 
tracks within the city and negotiations are 
in progress for the early elevation of the 
Michigan Central and Wabash tracks. 

There are 191% miles of improved 
streets, 15 miles of boulevards, 223.15 
miles of unimproved _ streets, 27.89 
miles of paved alleys. The 160 miles 
of sidewalks are uniformly of cement. 
Streets west of and parallel to Broad- 
way are named for the _ presidents 
of the United States in the order of 


their election, Streets east of and parallel 
to Broadway are named for the states of the 
Union. Intersecting streets east and west 
are numbered consecutively from north to 
south. All vehicles using the streets are 
subject to the enforcement of modern traf- 
fic rules. The City does not maintain a 
Bridge Department due to the fact that the 
four bridges over the Grand Calumet River 
are owned and maintained by the Illinois 
Steel Company. The bridges over the 
Little Calumet River are maintained by 


Lake County. 


HEALTH 


In the City Health Department are 1 
health officer, 2 board members, 1 food in- 
spector, I sanitary inspector, 1 plumbing 
inspector, I matron, 1 nurse, 1 clerk and in 
the laboratory 1 chemist with 1 assistant. 
The City maintains a modern laboratory 
for the inspection and analysis of milk, wa- 
ter and food and for the control of conta- 
gious diseases through cultures, Wasserman 
tests and slides. Milk from each dairy is 
examined weekly for percentages of butter 
fat and bacteria; dairy cows must pass a 
tuberculin test and employees a medical ex- 
amination twice yearly. Employees of res- 
taurants must also pass a medical examina- 
tion twice yearly. Food and water are also 
subjected to regular and frequent inspec- 
tions and examinatons. 


Sewage is disposed of through the Grand 
and the Little Calumet Rivers. While facili- 


New $1,000,000 City Hail 
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ties are adequate for present needs, a survey 
is being conducted by the City to ascertain 
and provide for requirements of the next 25 
years. There are at present 74 district 
and 151 local sewers and 135.37 miles of 
mains. Garbage is disposed of in a new 
and modern incinerator plant with a ca- 
pacity of 55 tons per ten-hour day. 


VITAL STATISTICS 

The death rate in the city of Gary from 
all causes in 1927 was .095 per 1,000 popu- 
lation. The percentage of deaths from 
contagious diseases is comparatively low 
and the general health of the city is excel- 
lent. The birth rate in 1927 was 22.72 
per 1,000 population. 


Taxes 


LAW 
The Indiana law provides that tax as- 
sessments shall be based on the true cash 
value of the property. The market price or 
earning capacity is used in determining the 
assessed valuation. Valuation of buildings 
is based uniformly in Calumet Township 
upon the cubic contents of the property. 
RATE 
The 1927 tax levy payable in 1928 is 
$3.41, divided as follows: 


Gary Civil City $1.01 
Gary School City 1.435 
Calumet Township .245 
Lake County .49 
State of Indiana .23 

Total $3.41 


The Indiana law also provides that a 
poll tax shall be assessed upon every male 
inhabitant between the ages of 21 and 50 
years. A poll tax of $1.50 is assessed by 
the State. 


Utilities 


POWER 


6600 volt, 25 cycle, 3 phase, alternating 
current for all commercial and industrial 
purposes is generated by the Illinois Steel 
Company, sold to and distributed by the 
Gary Heat, Light & Water Company. 

Washed blast furnace gas operates thirty- 
four 3,000 horse-power engines, each of 
which generates 2500 KW. Four sub-sta- 
tions located advantageously about the city 
distribute and step down the power from 
6600 to 2300 volts. Miles of wire in 
transmission and distribution lines 1500; 
meters in service 24,000. 

The Northern Indiana Public Service 
Company serves south Gary from 27th 
Avenue south to and including Merrillville, 
the National Tube Company, the Union 
Drawn Steel Company, the Gary Screw 
and Bolt Company, the Walter Bates 
Steel Company, and_ supplies  electri- 
cal energy for the operation of the 


Gary Street Railway, the Gary and 
Hobart Traction Company, and the Gary 
and Valparaiso Railway Company. Pow- 
er is supplied from the 132,000 KW super- 
power sub-station at Aetna, just east of 
Gary. 

WATER 


‘The water supply system in Gary is own- 
ed by the Gary Heat, Light & Water Com- 
pany. The water, procured from Lake 
Michigan, is brought to the city through a 
concrete tunnel from a submerged crib lo- 
cated 1.5 miles from shore and 44 feet be- 
low surface. The water is treated with 
liquid chlorine at the average rate of 8 
pounds per million gallons and is analyzed 
regularly by the distributer, the City Chem- 
ist and the State Board of Health. 

The average pumpage in 1927 was 
7,500,000 gallons daily. The present ca- 
pacity of the pumping units is 38,000,000 
gallons daily and of the tunnel 80,000,000 
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gallons daily, sufficient to serve a popula- 
tion of 250,000. Miles of mains 125; 
meters in service 12,625. A minimum sta- 
tion pressure of 45 pounds is at all times 
maintained. 

GAS 

Gas for all commercial, industrial and 
household purposes is manufactured at the 
coke ovens of the Illinois Steel Company, 
sold to and distributed by the Gary Heat, 
Light & Water Company. There is no 
natural gas available in this territory. 

The coke ovens consist of 12 batteries 
of 70 ovens each, 838 ovens. The ovens 
have a carbonizing capacity of 16,000 tons 
of coal, producing 12,500 tons of coke and 
175,000,000 cubic feet of gas per 24 hours. 
Miles of mains 100; meters in service 
20,000. 

STREET RAILWAYS 

The street railway system is owned and 
operated by the Gary Railways Company. 
Ninety miles of track serve every residen- 
tial, recreational and industrial section of 
the city, affording direct entrance into the 
principal subsidiaries of the United States 
Steel Corporation. “Vhe base schedule of 


44 cars may be increased during rush hours 
to 100 cars. The frequency of service 
ranges from one to thirty minutes, depend- 
ing upon the density of traffic. The Com- 
pany operates an auxiliary service of 5 large 
motor buses, serving Miller Beach, Lake 
Front Park and other sections of the city. 

The Company enjoys the distinction of 
maintaining one of the best physical prop- 
erties in the country, rendering complete 
and adequate transportation service in Gary 
and surrounding territory, operating well- 
kept, modern safety cars on 90-pound rails 
of advanced type, steel ties, and concrete 
foundation and pavements. ‘Transporta- 
tion requirements occasioned by the city’s 
unparalleled growth have been met by ex- 
tensions amounting in the past eight years 
to $2,500,000. 

The Shore Line Motor Coach Company, 
owned and operated by the Gary Railways 
Company and the Chicago, South Shore & 
South Bend Railway operates 150 buses 
over 15 divisions covering an average of 
10,684 miles daily. The Mid-West Motor 
Coach Company operates 34 coaches cov- 
ering an average of 2,450 miles daily. 


Communication 


TELEPHONE 
Telephone service is supplied exclusively 
by the Illinois Bell Telephone Company. 
The number of stations is in excess of 
12,500. Circuit miles of wire is 21,390, 
of which 14,000 miles is in 29 miles of un- 
derground cable and 6,000 miles in 82 miles 


of aerial cable. “he average number of 
calls made during the vear 1927 Was 
3,090,800. The total number of employees 
at the Gary exchange is 185 and the an- 
nual payroll $225,000. Express toll serv- 
ice is afforded the cities in the Calumet 
Region. 


Gary Heat, Light and Water Company 


Gary Railways Company 
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TELEGRAPH 


The Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany maintains one central office and one 
branch office and employs 21 persons with 
an annual payroll of $22,000.00. 


Post OFFICE 


The Gary Post Office has one central 
station and five branches. Regular and 
substitute employees number 92, with an 
annual payroll in 1927 of $201,747.74. Re- 


ceipts for the past 9 years are as follows: 


Year Receipts 
1919 $121,286.70 
1920 127,779.55 
1921 118,601.83 
1922 120,913.40 
1923 148,772.82 
1924 170,896.07 
1925 209,375.47 
1926 247,389.46 
1927 262,100.07 
RADIO 


Gary is the home of station WJKS. 


‘Transportation 


RAILWAYS 

The city is served by trunk lines of the 
following 6 steam railroads; Baltimore & 
Ohio, Michigan Central, New York Cen- 
tral, Nickel Plate, Pennsylvania and Wab- 
ash; by the following industrial roads: 
Elgin, Joliet & Eastern (Chicago Outer 
Belt Line), and Indiana Harbor Belt Line; 
and by the following electric roads: Chi- 
cago, South Shore & South Bend and _ in- 
terurban lines to Crown Point, Hammond, 
Hobart, Indiana Harbor and Valparaiso. 

Through the excellent service rendered 
by the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad, 
which has connections with every road en- 
tering Chicago, Gary shipments to and 
from eastern points have a twenty-four to 
thirty-six hour advantage over Chicago 


where freight congestion is a serious prob- 
lem. 


On the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern and the 
Indiana Harbor Belt Lines, Gary is in the 
Chicago Freight Zone and the Chicago 
Switching District. Carload shipments to 
and from Gary on these roads take the Chi- 
cago rate. On certain commodities the 
Michigan Central also offers the Chicago 
rate. On all other roads class and commo- 
dity rates obtain. 


Manufacturers located in the Calumet 
Region attribute the constantly increasing 
volume of business in railroad equipment 
and supplies and in steel products gener- 
ally to the saving in freight charges made 
effective with the abolition of “Pittsburg 
Plus.” To only two of the twenty-four 


Gary Postoffice 


10 GARY WELCOMES YOU 


principal consuming centers served by Cal- 
umet District producers are the rates from 
Chicago higher than from Pittsburg. 

‘The passenger stations of all steam and 
electric roads are conveniently located near 
the business district. 148 passenger trains 
arrive and depart each 24 hours. Express 
trains between Gary and Chicago make the 
run in 45 minutes. 


HIGHWAYS 


Concrete, gravel and macadam highways 
18-24 feet wide radiate in nine different 
directions from the City. Motor truck 
service is effective between Gary and the 


principal cities in the Calumet Region. 
The city is served by the following well- 
marked, state and national trails and high- 
ways: Ade Way, Dunes Highway, Indus- 
trial Highway, Jackson Highway, Liberty 
Way, Lincoln Highway, and Yellowstone 
Trail. 


WATERWAYS 


All industrial lake frontage within the 
city limits is privately owned or controlled 
by the United States Steel Corporation. 
Through the two Corporation harbors over 
6,500,000 tons of limestone were received 
in 1927. 


Labor 


The average normal number of workers 
employed in Gary industries is 29,710. 
Over 90% of the workers are male and 
are employed in the several units of the 
United States Steel Corporation. ‘The aver- 
age minimum wage for industrial male 
workers at the present time is 44c per hour; 
for female workers 25c per hour. ‘There 


is available at all times a large surplus of 
high-grade female workers. 

With the exception of the building and 
printing trades, practically every establish- 
ment in Gary operates under the American 
Plan. In the building trades a majority 
of the crafts have an effective scale of $1.50 
per hour. 


Fuel 


Practically all coal used for industrial 
purposes is bituminous and comes from 
Southern Indiana, Southern Illinois or 


West Virginia. Fuel oil is obtainable from 
nearby refineries. 


Financial Institutions 


BANKS AND TRUST COMPANIES 


Capital 
American State Bank $ 50,000.00 
Bankers Trust Company 300,000.00 
Commercial Trust Company 100,000.00 
First National Bank 250,000.00 
First State Bank 50,000.00 
Gary Labor Bank 50,000.00 
Gary State Bank 200,000.00 
Gary Trust & Savings Bank 100,000.00 
Glen Park State Bank 25,090,00 
Mid-City State Bank 100,000.00 
Miller State Bank 25,000.00 
National Bank of America 100,000.00 
People’s State Bank 50,000.00 
Second Mid-City State Bank 50,000.00 


So. Side Trust & Savings Bank 100,000.00 


Surplus and Total Total 
Undivided Deposits Resources 
Profits 


$ 50,712.38 $995,276.90 $1,095,989.28 
175,286.19 607,334.85 1,110,621.04 


132,257.23 654,020.62 916,961.21 
412,784.05 5,234,224.36 5,919,508.41 
37,096.09 640,300.00 778,937.69 
12,007.77 542,357.45 647,067.22 


351,761.10 3,796,198.66 4,350,481.66 
108,944.06 1,433,300.00 1,720,235.02 


11,029.96 372,566.23 408,596.19 
55,094.91 767,427.83 924,950.94 

2,500.00 109,882.65 145,458.90 
56,996.32 1,626,076.52 1,946,543.90 
11,703.12 475,000.00 591,553.69 
23,105.86 171,422.54 245,428.40 


27,000.00 1,123,800.00 1,352,286.59 


$1,550,000.00 $1,468,279.04 $18,549,188.61 $22,154,620.14 


tad 


Miller State Bank 
First National Bank 
Second Mid-City State Bank 
National Bank of America 
First State Bank of Gary 

il 


American 


Gary State £ 
8. Gary Trust 
10 Gary Labor 
State Bank 


Sank 
and Savings 
Bank 


J South Side Trust & Savings Bank 


4. Mid-City State Bank 
iY 


Bank 


a 
=o 
3 
| 
# 
a 


P 


ha 


Union Drawn Steel Company 


American Bridge Company 


Iliinois & 
Universal Portlet 
Tin Mill—American 8 


teel Company 
nd Cement Company 
heet & Tin Plate Company 


Gary Screw & Bolt Company 
Sheet Mill—American Sheet & Tin Plate Company 


14 GARY WELCOMES YOU 


Savings depositors in all Gary banks 
number in excess of 35,000; total savings 
deposits average in excess of $7,500,000. 


Comparative clearings are as follows: 


1919 $ 55,561,000 
1920 74,124,264 
1921 57,843,401 
1922 136,308,373 
1923 197,834,000 
1924 209,110,868 
1925 267,635,860 
1926 318,328,333 
1927 309,886,559 


BUILDING, SAVINGS & 


Name 
Albert Wachowski Savings & Loan Assn. 
American-Russian Nat'l Building & Loan Assn. 
Broadway Savings & Loan Assn. 
Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 
Gary-Hobart Savings & Loan Rural Assn. 
Glen Park Building & Loan Assn. 
Hellenic Nat'l Savings & Loan Assn. 
Home Savings & Loan Assn. 
Ind. Title Loan & Savings Assn. 
Mid-City Building Savings & Loan Assn. 
Miller Building & Loan Assn. 
Mutual Building & Loan Assn. 
New Gary Building & Loan Assn. 
Peoples Building & Loan Assn. 
Slovak Building & Loan Assn. 


Total Assets of All Associations 


With total resources of over $22,000,000 
Gary financial institutions are in excellent 
position to lend assistance to worthy enter- 
prises. Recognizing the fact that the 
healthful growth of the community depends 
upon the establishment of complementary 
and diversified industries, the policy of 
Gary banking institutions toward respon- 
sible new industries is a liberal one. 


LOAN ASSOCIATIONS 


Organized Assets 
May 1911 $339,946.89 
July 1919 600,332.58 
May 1927 None 
April 1919 2,244,159.33 
July 1926 75,615.61 
July 1925 39,122.56 
October 1926 18,025.31 
March 1918 510,548.66 
March 1926 None 
November 1918 734,697.85 
July 1925 25,994.39 
February 1916 1,284,012.76 
March 1926 313.16 
March 1924 151.00 
September 1913 81,662.67 


$5,954,582.77 


Gary’s 14 building, savings and loan associations are assisting materially in meeting 
the housing requirements of the city. 


Construction 


The substantial growth of the City of 
Gary is indicated by the number and value 
of building permits issued during the past 
six years. 


BUILDING PERMITS 


Year Number of Permits Valuation 
1919 1155 $5,369,742 
1920 737 3,279,524 
1921 912 3,181,852 
1922 822 3,001,433 
1923 1244 4,370,822 
1924 2089 9,059,128 
1925 2668 13,057,987 
1926 3305 20,690,162 
1927 2857 15,016,529 


Not included in these statistics are the 
capital expenditures of the several units of 
the United States Steel Corporation, es- 
timated in 1927 at $15,000,000. 

Gary today is engaged in a monumen- 
tal building program. Within the past 
few years there have been erected a new 


$550,000 Elks Temple, a $400,000 Mason- 
ic Temple, a $750,000 Methodist Church, 
a $1,000,000 K. of C. Club-Hotel, the 
$2,000,000 Hotel Gary, a $300,000 Ar- 
mory, a $100,000 Salvation Army Citadel, 
a $265,000 Moose Temple and the new 
$500,000 Gary Public Schools Memorial 
Hall, seating 4,600. Gary has under con- 
struction at the present time a new 
$1,000,000 City Hall, a new $1,000,000 
Lake Superior Court Building and the 
new $2,000,000 ten-story Gary State Bank 
Building. 

Public, educational, industrial, fraternal, 
theatrical, utility, hotel, commercial and 
residential construction in progress in April 
1928 is in excess of $5,000,000. The Gary 
Real Estate Board, numbering 40 members 
and affiliated with the State and National 
Real Estate Association, has been active 
in the substantial growth and development 
of the city. 
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mechanics, band and orchestra, commerce, 
forge, foundry, machine shop, printing, shoe 
repairing, cooking, millinery and sewing. 
Features of the Gary Public Schools are 
the Saturday and Summer Schools. “These 
offer to all students the opportunity to com- 
plete required courses, to carry additional 
work and to complete subjects of special 
interest. Attendance is voluntary, yet 60% 
of the students regularly enrolled attend in 
addition the Saturday and Summer Schools. 
All subjects are offered by these Schools. 


The “Gary Plan” 


recognizes fully the 


importance of the healthful physical develop- 


ment of the growing child. Under the 
“Gary Plan” a certain portion of the 
school day is spent regularly either on the 
playground or in the gymnasium in  su- 
pervised play. The playground space per 
pupil approximates 580 square feet. Mod- 
ern playground and gymnasium apparatus 
and other physical training equipment rep- 
resent an investment of near $65,000. 


The Gary School Band of 1052 pieces, 
and the Gary School Orchestra, of 437 
pieces, completely equipped and uniformed, 
are worthy of especial: mention, as are 3 
companies of Junior R. O. T. C., in com- 
mand of a U. S$. A. Captain of Infantry 
with several assistants, 


SPECIAL SCHOOLS 


In addition to the elementary and high 
schools, the School City operates the fol- 
lowing schools for more mature students: 
Continuation, Adult, Evening, Sunday and 


eee 
University Extension. ‘Phe enrollment in 
the special schools in 1926-27 was 17,343. 
PAROCHIAL $ LS. 
Ten parochial offer excellent 


academic r Neagaa instruction to 3,210 
¢ “Holy Angels’ Catholic 


. two years of high 
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BUSINESS COi ie 
The Gary, Business College, a primate 
institution, offers commercial “aie . 
administrative and accounting cours 
1 high standard. Five instructors, ay 
oe most modern methods and equipment 
offer excellent training for business ca: 
eers. The average enrollment is 275. 


RESUME 


The pride of Gary is its excellent school 
system. The buildings, equipment and staft 
are the best obtainable. No expense is 
spared to provide and maintain educational 
advantages second to none, and Gary is 
proud to compare its schools with any in 
the United States. 


LIBRARY 


The Gary Public Library, representing 
in the central building and 13 city and 


Gary Public Library 


~~ cost of $150,000; Campbell 
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rural branches and 2 stations an invest- 
ment of $375,000 is an invaluable educa- 
tional and cultural asset to the city. The 
Library staff numbers 35 persons; on Jan- 
uary 1, 1928 the volumes owned were 117,- 
221, the circulation 551,326, the registered 
borrowers 32,080, the total expenditures 
$96,870. The Library has an especially 
large reference library on steel manufactur- 
ing and is also noted for the completeness 
of its collection of histories of Lake County 
and of the City of Gary. 


NEWSPAPERS 

The leading daily newspaper is the Gary 
Post-Tribune. The Gary Post, founded in 
1909 and the Gary Tribune, founded in 
1907, consolidated in 1921. ‘Today this 
publication has an average daily circulation 
of 18,000 and exercises a powerful influence 
for good in the life of the community. In 
1927 it erected the finest newspaper plant 
in the state. In advertising lineage it ranks 
third among all Indiana newspapers. 


Social Agencies 


The leading settlement houses are: Judge 
GaryBishop Alerding Settlement House, 
Reman Catholic, completed in 1924 at a 
Settlement 
(Friendship House), Methodist Episcopal, 
srected in 1914 at a cost of $50,000; Neigh- 
‘orhood House, Presbyterian, erected in 
£999 at a cost of $75,000; Stewart House 
completed in 1925 at a cost of $75,000 and 


the Lake County Children’s Home com- 
pleted in 1927 at a cost of $30,000. In 
addition to the settlement houses, the Amer- 
ican Red Cross and other organizations 
maintain excellent relief agencies. The Sal- 
vation Army erected in 1926 a new 
$100,000 citadel. The new W. P. Glea- 
son Welfare Station was completed in 
January 1928 at a cost of $40,000. 


GARY HOSPITALS 
Illinois Steel Company 
Nurses Home—Alercy 


Methodist 
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Hospitals 


Mercy Hospital erected in 1914 now has 
a capacity of 262 beds and represents an 
investment of $1,125,000. Methodist Hos- 
pital erected in 1923 has a capacity of 115 
beds and represents an investment of 
$525,000. St. Antonio Hospital founded 


in 1916 has a capacity of 50 beds and rep- 
resents an investment of $125,000. The 
Illinois Steel Company maintains a mod- 
ern hospital for the care and use of its 
employees. 


Recreation 


Six well-improved municipal parks, con- 
taining a total of 515 acres, all located 
within the city limits, comprise the Gary 
Park system. In the West Side park are 
located the offices of the park commissioner 
and public comfort stations; in the East 
Side park is a municipal band stand where 
concerts are given during the summer 
months; in Tyler Park is a large pavilion 
for outdoor dancing and concerts; in Tolles- 
ton park are baseball and football fields, 
tennis courts and a large pavilion for danc- 
ing. 

One of the most attractive spots in Gary 
is the new Lake Front Park, located on 


Lake Michigan in the eastern section of the 
city. 150 acres of natural woodland slope 
gradually down to a level beach 2 miles 
long on which a new $160,000 municipal 
bathing pavilion has recently been erected. 
A new $200,000 recreation pavilion, con- 
taining a ball room, a restaurant, rest rooms 
for men and women for use in both summer 
and winter has just been completed. River- 
side Park, located in the southern section 
of the city on the Little Calumet River, 
contains an 18-hole municipal golf course, 
baseball and football fields, tennis courts 
and other facilities designed to make it a 
large recreational center. Jackson Play- 


Bathing Pavilion 


Recreation Pavilion 


Riverside Park 


Palace Theater Gary Country Club 


Gary Y. M. C. A. Gary Y. W. C, A. 
113th Regiment Engineers’ Armory 


RECREATION _ a ae 


ground contains complete playground equip- 
ment, comfort stations, a baseball field, ten- 
nis courts and a wading pool. “The 2,000 
acre Dunes State Park located 15 miles 
east of Gary is being rapidly developed as 
one of the playgrounds of the middle west. 

On Gleason Field, owned and maintained 
by the Illinois Steel Company, and on the 
113th Engineers athletic field are held the 
athletic contests, R. O. T. C. drills and 
similar events. 

The new Gary Public Schools Memorial 
Hall completed in 1928 at a cost of ap- 
proximately $500,000 is equipped to ac- 
commodate intersectional athletic contests, 
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conventions and other large public gath- 
erings. Gymnasiums are also maintained 
in the elementary, high and parochial 
schools, the $560,000 Y. M. C. A., and the 
$100,000 Y. W. C. A., the new $100,000 
113th Regiment Engineers’ Armory and 
certain of the settlement houses. A $14,000 
summer and winter camp for the use of 
36 well-organized troops of Boy Scouts, 
approximately 750 boys, is maintained at 
‘Tremont, 16 miles east of the city. 

‘Thirteen well-appointed theaters provide 
excellent motion picture and theatrical pro- 
grams. 


New $2,500,000 Hotel Gary 


Pod 
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Forty-three hotels with a capacity of 
1805 rooms make Gary one of the finest 


With Bath 


convention cities in the State. The leading 
hotels and their rates are as follows: 


Without Bath 


Hotels No. of Single Double Single Double 
tooms 

Baltimore 80 1.25 2.00 

Broadway 556 2.00 to 5.00 3.00 to 10.00 1.00 to 1.50 2.00 to 2.650 

City 40 1.50 3.00 

Hotel Gary 400 2.00 to 5.00 4.00 to 7.00 

Washington 50 2.00 to 2.50 3.00 to 3.50 1.50 2.50 

K. of ©. 120 3.00 5.00 2.00 3.00 

Lake 24 2.50 4.00 1.75 2.50 

lams 25 2.50 3.50 1.75 2.75 

Olympic 84 2.50 to 3.00 4.00 to 5.00 

Plaza 58 1.50 to 2.50 3.00 to 3.50 1.50 2.50 

Stanley | 1.00 1.50 

Victoria $2 2.50 3.50 1.50 to 1.75 2.00 to 2.50 


Social 


Chief among the social organizations are 
the Gary Country Club and the Gary Com- 
mercial Club. A well-appointed club house 
and an 18-hole golf course are maintained 
by the Gary Country Club. The finest 
club facilities in the state are maintained 
by the Gary Commercial Club in the Hotel 
Gary. Club rooms are also maintained by 


the Masons, Elks, Moose, Knights of Co- 
lumbus, Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, 
Building ‘Trades Unions, and many other 
social and fraternal organizations. Ap- 
proximately 75 other social, charitabie, civic, 
fraternal, patriotic, professional and_ re- 
ligious organizations also offer excellent op- 
portunities for social intercourse. 


Moose Temple 
Elks’ Temple 
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Temple 
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Civic 


Numbering among its members 900 of 
the leading business and professional men 
of the city, The Gary Chamber of Com- 
merce is actively engaged in promoting 


the best civic, commercial and industrial 
welfare of the city. Other civic organiza- 
tions include Kiwanis, Lions, Optimists 
and Rotary Clubs and Gary Woman’s Club, 


Religious 


Ninety-eight churches minister to the 
spiritual needs of the city: Protestant, 59; 


Catholic, 14; Greek Orthodox, 5; Hebrew, 
2; Miscellaneous, 18. 


General 


Gary occupies a position unique in the 
history of American cities. Founded in 
1906, its unparalleled growth in twenty- 
two years to a city of 110,000 makes it one 
of the industrial wonders of the twentieth 
century. Gary, however, is not merely a 


material city of brick and mortar, com- 
merce and industry. Here is found the 
highest type of American citizenship, unit- 
ed in determination to maintain and de- 
velop in and for Gary that priceless pos- 
session: civic character. 
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